Historic, archived document 


Do not assume content reflects current 
scientific knowledge, policies, or practices. 


E 


ry cate MN 
oe 


| e0 STATES 


wey 
| 


BUREAU OF ENTOMOLOGY AND PLANT QUARANTINE 


DIVISION OF INSECT DETECTION AND IDENTIFICATION 


SECTION OF ECONOMIC INSECT DETECTION AND REPORTING 


The Cooperative Economic Insect Report is 
issued weekly as a service to American Agri- 
culture. Its contents are compiled from informa- 
tion supplied by cooperating State, Federal, and 
industrial entomologists and other agricultural 
workers. In releasing this material the Bureau 
serves aS a clearing house and does not assume 


responsibility for accuracy of the material. 


Reports and inquiries pertaining to this release 
should be mailed to: 


Section of Economic Insect Detection and Reporting 
Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quarantine 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Volume 3 October 2, 1953 No. 40 


(é Gi, 


“COOPERATIVE ECONOMIC INSECT REPORT 


Hightight on ee Conditions 


“BROWN WHEAT MITE widespread in wheat area of Texas, 
(page 712). 


i 


| GREEN CLOVERWORM’ damaged ae beans in Maine. 
(page’ 71 4). 


“cuTworMs' damaging newly- planted br occoli i in eastern Virginia. 
(page 715). 


COTTON LEAF PERFORATOR and SALT- MARSH CATERPILLAR 
causing serious injury to cotton in areas of Arizona. "(pages 716, 717 ). 


“Reports in this issue are for the week ending ar a sat 25, tees 
otherwise designated. . 


WRC MR RR ORR aE 
WEATHER FOR THE WEEK ENDING SE. 3PTEMBER 29, 1953 


‘Lack ae rain over raat of the Gaunens was the main weather feature 
of the week. Other features included:heavy. hurrricane rains in the 
Southeast, a record heat wave in the central interior, and damaging 
frosts in several northern sections east of the Great Plains. 


Except for. beneficial rainfall of 1/2 to 1 inch in the upper Great Lakes 
region and extreme upper portion of the. Mississippi Valley during 
the passage’of.a low pressure area about the middle. of the week, no 
rains of-consequence occurred west of the Mississippi, and much of 

. this vast area received no rain at all, This was also true east of the 
Mississippi, except in the Southeast and scattered localities in the 
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Northeast. Most of the western two-thirds of the Country has had little 
or no rain during the last 3 or 4 weeks. Ranges are dry in the 
Mountain States and declining in the south-central interior. In the 
latter area stock water supplies are dirminishing and shortages are 
already a probiem in scattered localities: Heat and drying winds 
intensified the Groughty conditions in central areas. On the first 

day of:the period high temperatures in the western plains: extended 
northward to western South Dakota (Rapid City, 929), but due tc an 
influx of cooler air from Canada somewhat lower temperatures pre- 
vailed in the Great Plains as far south as Oklahoma for tiie next 2 
Gays, But onthe 26th temperatures began to rise over ca@iral areas, 
and by the end of the period maxima in the 90's were recorded, as 

far north as Valentine, Netr., Sioux City, iowa, and Chicago, iil. 
On the 27th the average maximum temperature for Texas was 100°, 
‘and on the 28th 100° was recorded as far north as Omaha, Nebr. 

ft many stations these high temperatures estaplished new records 
for so late in the season. 


Hurricane 'Florence'’ which was just west of Cuba on the 24th moved 
northward entering the mainiand of the Uxited States over north- 
western Fiorida on the 26th, then curved northeastward across 
southern Georgia on the 27th. Heavy rains feil over. nortiern :Fiorida, 
most of Aiabama, Georgia, South Carclina, and eastern rortions of 
North Carolina and Virginia. -More,than 12.inches of rain feli in parts 
of northern Floride. These heavy rains caused some crop damage 
and’considerabie soil washing. But they effectively broke the pro- 
longed drought in South Carolina, bringing that State its first ample 
soii mosture since May.. Upon entering the mainiand a¢companying 
high winds dimin ‘ished rapidly and no reports of sericus ae 

have been received. 


Freezing temperatures (some. readings in the 20's } and frost on 
the 2ist ended the growing season in North Dakota but caused little 
or no damage. On the 22d killing frost occurred over much of 
Minnesota, damaging some corn in iow places. On the 24th killing 
frost in the Northeast caused damage to silage corn and vegetables 
in eastern ard centrai New York and some interior sections of New 
England and Pennsylvania. (Summary Supplied by‘J.S. Weather 
Bureau), 
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CEREAL AND FORAGE INSECTS 


‘GRA SSHOPPERS - WASHINGTON - Melanoplus femur-rubrum 
building up in Whatcom County. (Brannon), IDAHO-:- Adult surveys 
show tremendous increase over iast year, both in population and: 

in area, Egg laying appears comparatively heavy throughout entire 
area, Several heavy infestations: expected for 1954; however, will 
_be dependent on weather and’ presence or absence of parasites and 

* predators, (Fah,Sept, 14). -A more detailed summary of the: Idaho 
situation will be carried later in the overall grasshopper outlook 
for, 1954. UTAH - Still causing some injury in several sections. 
Surveys indicate several areas will need extensive control in 1954, 
(Knowlton, Thornley, Sépt. 18). OKLAHOMA - Melanoplus differ - 
entialis, M. mexicanus, and Schistocerca iineata more abundant than 
for Severar eaves (Fenton), MICHIGAN - Survey | of upper penin- 
sula indicates populations normal. (Hutson). 


MORMON CRICKET (A nabrus simplex) - IDAHO - Very few found 
during adult grasshopper survey Hesbewuie euecwestul pbs take pro+ 
gram, (Fah, Sept."19).- 


EUROPEAN CORN BORER ne nubil alis) - VERMONT - In 
most cases, increase in number of infested stalks over 1952, but 
increase not alarming. (Scott). MAINS - Infestation generally 
light. pipyitinant tojury only | on carly corn. Siang fug. noi ie 


CORN &ARWORM (Heliothis. shanasevad - _ MAINE - iastinlas spun: 
now in corn during /ugust. Infestation of ears often exceed 50 
percent in random samples taken in southwestern and central areas, 
(Hawkins), UTAH = Infestation less than .¢ percent in early market 
corn in southern area but developed to mcre than 50 percent in late 
season plantings. (Dorst).. IDAHO - Most.corn Benne harvested in 
southwestern area showing around 10 percent damagei . (Walz, Sept.19). 
ARIZONA - PR ey epungant in corn. (Harries), 


FALL ARMYWORM (La h 7m a: ee erecne) - MAINE - lafestation on 
corn added to injury caused by corn earworm.: Severe damage ‘in 
Penobscot County. (Ins. Cond,Maine, Aug.). TENNESSEE - Heavy 
infestations in newly-seeded pastures and alfalfa fields’ in Blount 
County, (Muliett), ARIZONA - Fairly. abundant/in‘’corn;, -Consid- 
erable damage some fields. (Harries). 


Sef DN Ve 


SOUTHWESTERN CORN BORER (Diatraea grandiosella),-- TEXSS - 
Found in small patches of corn in Hereford and Amarillo areas. 
(Ws iniels). 


BANDED CUCUMBER BEETLE (Diabrotica balteata) - FLORIDA- 
Larvae attacking roots of ee sweet corn near Canal Point, 
together with wireworms, causing severe reduction in stand, Adults 
feeding on leaves of corn: food beans. iGenunels 


‘A PHAL: AENID (Mocis: base - PUERTO RICO - ‘Heavy infes- 
tations on guinea grass on the South Coast. .(Martorell). 


GREENBUG eco caster: - TEXAS ‘- None found in 22- 
county survey, (Daniels). 


BROWN WHEAT MITE (fetrobia latens) - TEXAS - Of 67 wheat 
fields visited in wheat area, 47 found infested, Although mites 
averaged less than 1 per plant, could easily increase if conditions 
continue favorable. (Daniels), 


SORGHUM MIDGE (Contarinia sorghicola) - MISSISSIPPI - Heavy 
damage to sorghum seed at State College. (Hutchins). 


CHINCH BUGS ON LAWNS- MISSISSIPPI - Damage to lawn grass, 
possibly by these insects, reported from Harrison and Jones 
Counties. (McGehee, Pepper). - 


ARMYWORM (Pseudaletia unipuncta) - MAIN - Outbreak on one 

farm with severe injury on grassland in Lincoln County, Light 

injury to grain in southern / ‘roostook County,.. (Jaegar, Dunning, 
Aug: Rep ). 


VELVETBEAN CATERPILLAR registry rsia. nlemekirlig) = SOUTH 
CAROLINA - Infestations generally moder2 ne on soybeans in 
Charleston aren, (Soper Been), 


PEA ‘APHID Wieck eiatien pisi) - UTAH - Beeoming sSaNON Tey ONS o74S 
in succulent alfalfa fields. (Knowlton). 
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LISTER BEETLES - UTAH - Sang less sj ciiecais to ees 
nes than-normal. (Know!ton)..- 


SAY STINK BUG (Chlorochroa sayi) - UTAH - Damage to alfalfa 
seed crops and smali grains light this season; however, serious 
damage in some local areas. (Knowiton). 


FRUIT INSECTS 


Apple and Blueberry Pests, Maine: Huropean red mite began de- 
positing overwintering eggs on apple and appie aphid infestation 
reached peak at Monmouth second week of August. Moderate codling 
moth infestation on apple at New Gloucester, Cumberland County. 
-Second-generation white apple leafhopper infestation increased 
greatly in late August at Monmouth. Apple maggot (apple fruit fly) 
injury moderate in New Gloucester. Blueberry maggot (blueberry 
fruit fly) injury light to severe in Knox-Uincoln Counties. Injury 
moderate in Washington County and severe in western half of Han- 
cock County. (Ins, Cond, Maine, Aug.). 


FALL WEBWORM ( Myphantria cunea) and WALNUT CATERPILLAR 
(Datana integerrima) - OKLAHOMA, - Infested 75 percent of walnut 
and pecan trees in certain areas, defoliated10 percent. Persimmon 
85 percent eB tEn; 20 percent defoliated. eee 


PHACH SILVER MITE (Vasates cornutus} - WASHINGTON - Damage 
es ais balk on unsprayed trees. (.inthon), 


SPIDER MITES- UTAH- Damage to fruit trees continues in several 
areas. (Knowlton). 


APPLE RUST MITE {Vasates schlectendali) - WASHINGTON - Late 
season observations show noticeable injury to cherries. (/nthon), 


PEACH TREE BORER (Sanninoidea exitiosa) - MICHIGAN - Larvae 
very prevalent in Sodus, St. Joseph, COLOR South’ Haven and Grand 
Rapids. (Hutson). 


. WHITE GRUB (Pleocoma sp.) - OREGON - Severe injury to rcots 
in 40 year old appie orchard at Hocd River. Estimated 300 to, ,900 
larvae under each tree. Species tavor ved probably | p. minor, 


© 
(Oiney,. Jones, Ritcher). 
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WESTERN GRAPSB LEAF SKZLETONIZER (Har isina prillians)- 
ARIZONA - Severe infestation found in Sa area, (Mendenhall), 


TRUCK CROP INSECTS 


we OMATO 3 RUSSET MITE (Vasat asates destructor}- TEX S - Found in 
two fields in Zavaia County, {Richerdson), PENNSYUVANL - 
Field of tomatoes near Clarks Summit, Lackawanna 34 Couaty heavily 
-infested, as well as numerous young plants of Physali is sp. srowing 
in same field. (Gesell). ian 


LESSER CORNST ALK ‘BORER (Elasmopalpu 1S Uienoscue OKLA- 
HOM - Damaging stalks of beans iz in Atoka County. (Bower). 


M2 XICAN BEAN BEETLE (“pilachna varivestis) - VIRGINL. . 
Srnall larvae prev cee in Oe iS beans in Norfoik area. 
(Brubaker, Greenwood, Hofmaster). MARYLAND - fll stage 
present in Prince Georges County September 21. Newly omer eee 


adults predominated over old specimens. (Cory). 


LEAF MINERS - SOUTH CAROLINA - More abundant than usual on 
cucumbers and pole snap beans in Charleston area. (Cuthbert, Deen). 
. YEXES - Attacking seedling lettuce at Weslaco and biackeyed. peas 
cup ee (Wene, Griffith). 


GREEN CLOVERWORM (Plathypena scabra) - MAINE - Widespread 
and severe infestation and injury in many y fields of canning beans 
during August. (Hawkins). 


_ARMYWORMS (Prodenia . Spp. ) - PUERTO RICO. - Defoliating sweet- 
potatoes. Attacking tobacco seed beds,‘ (Martorell): 
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‘SWEETPOTATO HORNWORM (Agrius cingulatus) - PUERTO RICO- 
Exceptionally abundant; first reali outbreak since 1918. (dartoreli). 
CABBAGE LOOPER (Trichoph usia ni) - SOUTH CAROLINA - Eggs 
and larvae abundant on unprotectea ‘cabbage in Charleston area, 
(Cuthbert, Deen). ARIZONE. - Infestations continuing in all fields 
of lettuce in Sait River Valley. Insecticides necessary. (Hills, 
Taylor). 


IMPORTED CABB: XGEWORM (Pieris saci - VIRGINIA - Large 
number aduits about fields of kate and coulards in Norfolk area. 
* Larvae causing moderate to severe injury in many fields. (Bru- 
' baker, Greenwood, Hofmaster). 


CUTWORMS- VIRGINIA - As much as 15 percent reduction in stand 
in newly-pianted broccoli fields in Norfoik area. Some injury to 
younger bean plantings. (Brubaker, Greenwood, Hofmaster), 


-APHDS ON'CRUCIFERS- TENNESSEE .- Infesting fall crops of 
“broccoli and cauliflower in 1] ah Piotr (Mullett). 


ONION THRIPS (T eee tabaci) - UTAH - Dam age moderate to 
severe in several commercial onion fields. (Knowlton). 


ONION M4GGOT (Hylemya antiqua) - IDAHO - Light infestations 
appearing in onions planted this fall in southwestern counties. 
" (Walz, ici 19). - 


‘WIREWORMS- MA INE - Injury, engdamats to severe to Dotakaes in 
Penobscot aap e sihliaciia nek ai se iindacindl Libby). 


TUBER FLE! BEETLE @ (Spitrix tuberis) - OREGON - Larvae 
damaging potato tubers in Multnomah County in untreated or im- 
“properly treated plantings. pent 


PIC KLEWORM Moa phar nitidalic) - ‘SOUTH C AROUINA -- Increasing 

Charleston area. Moderate injury to Babeeaeed squash and cu- 
-‘¢umbers, ‘ (Cuthbert, Deen). FLORIDA - Rather heavy on early fall 
squash in Gadsden County area. (May). 
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GARDEN WEBWORM (Loxostege similalis) - ARIZONA = - Infesting 
most fields of sugar beets grown for seed in Salt River Valley. 
Damage to some fields heavy. Insecticides required in many 
instances. (Hills, Taylor). © 


SPIDER MITES - UTAH - More than normal dames. this year to 
berries in Salt Lake County. (Knowlton), | 


COWPES APHID (Aphis 1 medicaginis) - TEXAS - 4 ttacking black- 
eyed peas at Edinburg. urg. (Wene, Griffith). 


TOMATO FRUITWORM and TOMATO HORNWORM causing wide- 
ela serious damage to tomatoes in Zavala County, TEXAS, 

LLOW-STRIPED ARMYWORM also attacking tomatoes in this” 
ee (Richardson). — 


HORNWORMS (Protoparce spp.) - FLORIDA - Eggs of fall generation 
being deposited on sucker aoe and green peppers in Gadsden 
County. From 3 to 5 percent of larvae parasitized. (Gutnrie).” 

MS RYLAND - Light infestation of P. quinquemaculata on tobacco 

at Jessup, Howard County. This species more abundant than P. 
sexta, (McConneil). 


COTTON INSECTS 


BOLLWORMS (Heliothis spp. et al) - CALIFORNIA - From 3'to 6 
small larvae and 2 to 10 eggs per 100 terminals in Kern and Tulare 
County. Two to 5 larvae and i to € eggs in Kings County. One to 
3 larvae and1 to 4 eggs in Madera County. Infestations up gener- 
ally. (Heffernan, Fernandez, Roullard, Sept. 19). 


COTTON LEAF PERFORATOR (Bucculatrix thruberiella) - ARIZON?- 
Continues to cause serious injury in some sections of Maricopa, 

Yuma and Pinal Counties.. Can cause serious damage to late cotton 

if not controlled, (Roney). 1s | | 


APHIDS - ARIZONA - Continue to spread in Graham County. Con- 
trol measures underway. (Roney et al). 7 


COTTON LEAFWORM (Alabama argillacea) - MISSISSIPPI - Abun- 

dance noted in central area. Damage to cotton could still be caused 
by staining lint in open boiis, (Hutchins), GEORGI. - Defoliating 

cotton as far north 2s Madison, September 23. (Jordan). 


LYGUS BUGS (Lygus spp.) - ARIZONA - Serious injury to squares 
and small bolls in late cotton in Avondale are2, Mariecpa County. 
(Roney}. 


SALT-MARSH C* TERPILLS 8 (Sstigmene acrea) - ARIZONA 
Serious injury to cotton in some parts of Maricopa, Pinal and 
“Yuma Counties. Control measures needed on late cotton. (Roney). 
Numerous and defoliating cotton in Gilbert area, Salt River Valley. 
Eggs of September brood numerous in some fields. (Taylor). 


FOR EST INSECTS 
NANTUCKET PINE MOTH: rin aiaas frustrana ) - GEORGIA 
Heavy infestations in loblolly and shortleaf pine in Clarke and user 
Counties, September17. Many trees up to 25 feet high have all 
top tips infested, In some 1-2 acre plantings (2-4 feet. tali):all tips 
infested, (Lund). 


APHIDS ON BIRCH - CONNECTICUT - Gateeuie annulata and 1c, 
pepieceulens in heavy flight September 22. (Kring). 


GYPSY MOTH ry dispar) - MAINE - Outbreak in southern 
area caused more than 50 percent defoliation on 142,000 acres of 
‘hardwood, of which 58, 000 acres 100 percent defoliated. (Peirson, 
ug. Rept). 


ELM LEAF BEETUS (Galerucella xanthomelaena) - MAINE - Moderate 
injury in southern area during ‘ugust, (Peirson). 


BIRCH SKELETONIZER (Bucculatrix canadensisella) - MAINE - 
~Gutbreak and moderate injury in northern area and New Brunswick. 
(Peirgon, Aug. Rept.). . 
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‘WHITE-PINE SAWFLY (Neodiprion pinetum) - CONNECTICUT - 
| Several trees defoliated in He -year old p plantation at Middlefield. 
(Waters, oe ee ee 


TWIG GIR _DLER (oneileres cingulat2) US RYLA ND - Damaging 
“elm and birch cn Gibson Island, Anne Arundei County, September 
“17. (Bissell). me | 


INSECTS AFFECTING MAN AND ANIMALS 


STRIPED HORSE FLY (Tabanus lineola) - MISSISSIPPI - Populations 
a increa sing in some areas of the Delta, . (Lewis). 


HOUSE FLY nee domestica) - MISSISSIPPI - Heavy populations 
around most barns in Delta region. (Lewis). 


SCREW-WORM (Callitroga hominivorax) - FLié ORIDA - Moderate 
increase in infestations in Gadsden County are2. More animals 
treated recently. : (May). MISSISSIPPI - Numerous in scattered 
- areas. Irregular in distribution with no reported increase in 

- populations. (Lewis): 


_ HORN FLY (Siphona irritans) - MISSISSIPPI - Popuiations heavy 
'- in untreated herds in Deita region. (Lewis). 


MOSQUITOES - FLORID. - More arGublegome in homes in Quincy 


area than any time this year. (Guthrie). 


STINGING CA TERPILL! ARS - MARYUAND - Several reports from 
Hastern Shore and Anne Arundel County. Mostly Mega .lopyge spp. 
involved. (Cory). 


STORED - -PRODUCTS - INSECTS _ 


ANGOUMOIS GRE 2IN MOTH (Sitotroga aoe gone ) ~ GE 
erate nseisee Spotl in stored oats in Ben Hill County. ( 
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Recent Important Interceptions at Ports of Entry 


Five living larvae of MEDITERRANEAN FRUIT FLY (Ceratitis capi- 
tata) intercepted in one-half pound of fresh coffee berries from Brazil 
at New York in a plane passenger's baggage. Passenger's desti- 
nation, California. (Burnham), The half pound of berries was 
seized and destroyed by burning. Interceptions of this outstanding 
pest, not present in the United States, number between 150 and 

200 each year, principally from fresh fruits destined for all ports 

of the United States. Most of the fruit growing areas of the world 

are already infested, (Oakley). 


MISCELLANEOUS INSECTS 


FALSE CHINCH BUG (Nysius ericae) - MICHIGAN - Common at 
Bangor, Casnovia and Newaygo. (Hutson). 


BOXELDER BUG (Leptocoris trivittatus) - PENNSYLVANIA - 
Annoying around homes in Centre and Pike Counties. (Gesell). 


& TENEBRIONID (probably Alphitobius diaperinus) - MARYLAND- 
Adults rather abundant in dwelling and chicken house at Bellevue, 
Sept. 19. (Bissell). 
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